THE MAN I KNEW

children and how they were getting on. He showed a re-
markable interest in all their little ailments, and at one time
found fault with the nursery-governess for putting too much
into the children's heads regarding what they should write to
him. He was overjoyed when he received what he thought
were their own productions, and got lots of fun from the
quaint misspellings that some of the letters contained.

After the battle of Givenchy, preparations had been
begun for Neuve Chapelle. Douglas was particularly anxious
to ensure that the artillery preparation would cut the wire
properly. He paid many personal visits to his troops in
various areas to see that they were not being kept too long
in the trenches without a rest and that they were being
properly fed. When the preparations for Neuve Chapelle
were nearly completed, General Johnnie Gough was offered
the command of a division at home. He wanted to refuse it
and to stay with Douglas and see the arrangements for the
battle through, but my husband pointed out to him that in
the position offered he would have more chance of showing
his abilities as a soldier. They went together to see the
Commander-in-Chief and extracted a promise that Cough's
division would be brought to France as soon as ever possible.
A few days after he had decided to take Douglas's advice,
General Gough was lunching with his old regiment (the and
Rifles) when a stray shot caught him. This happened in a
place that was thought to be quite safe* Douglas was dread-
fully upset over the death of General Gough. He told me of
his anxiety when Gough was being operated upon in an
attempt to save his life, and how his poor wife arrived just in
time to get the news of his death. The loss of this brave and
fine soldier meant much to the whole country. Of course, as
a wife, I was anxious about Douglas himself, and these stray
shots brought home to me the uncertainty of life anywhere
at the front, but he reassured me by writing that I need have
no anxiety and that he was most careful* General Gough's
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